
 

Seniors’ Council of Douglas County 

July 2, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

The Reserve at Lone Tree 

11010 High Note Ave. 

 

Meeting started:  10:05 a.m.                                             Meeting ended: 11:28 a.m. 

Attendees: 40 

Leadership Team Members: Valerie Robson, Mary Cates, Jean Spahr, Tiffany 
Curtin, Gretchen Lopez 

I. Opening Remarks 
• Valerie Robson welcomed all to the meeting, thanked The Reserve 

for hosting and providing refreshments. 
• She introduced the Leadership Team members who were present. 
• She gave a brief history of the Seniors’ Council and its mission to 

represent the voice of those 60 and older residing in Douglas 
County. 

• Valerie encouraged attendees to consider being a featured artist 
in our upcoming “Creativity and Healthy Aging” event planned for 
Thursday, September 24th at the Castle Rock Library.  Hard copies 
of the Artist’s Participation Applications were made available to 
those interested. 

• She then introduced Tiffany Curtin, Education Chair, who shared 
information about the Library’s Summer Reading Program, which 
is open to all ages.  Additionally, registration is now opened for  
the Brew Tour which begins on August 1st and continues through 
September. 



• Tiffany viewed the Seniors’ Council’s upcoming meetings to 
include: 

✓ August 6th at Seven Stones Botanical Gardens and 
Cemetery for a presentation by the High Prairie Storytellers, 

✓ September 3 at the Castle Pines Library for a presentation 
by folks from Pepper’s Senior dog Sanctuary, and      

✓ October 1 at Meadowmark Senior Apartments, topic TBA      
• Denise Bergh Aldana, Business Development Director with The 

Reserve welcomed everyone and expressed their appreciation for 
attending the meeting at its location.  She mentioned that tours 
would be available for those interested. 

• Tiffany then introduced the speaker Rich Mauro, Director of 
Legislative Affairs with the Denver Regional Council  

II. Presentation: Legislative Report and Ongoing Older Adult Issues 
by Rich Mauro, Director of Legislative Affairs at DRCOG 

• Rich reviewed the status of several bills that were introduced 
during the 2026 session of the Colorado Legislature. 
✓ House Bill 26-1018: Long-term Care Services for Nursing 

Home Residents failed to pass. 
✓ House Bill 26-1107: Health Care in Regulated Facilities 

was signed by the Governor. 
✓ House Bill 26-1010: Older Adult Support & 

Representation in Workforce passed. 
✓ House Bill 26-1046: Regulate Earned-wage Access 

Services failed to pass. 
✓ House Bill 26-1110: Vulnerable Adult Financial 

Exploitation Banking was signed by the Governor. 
✓ Senate Bill 26-006: Parity for Non-Opioid Pain 

Management Drugs was signed by the Governor.  
• He then covered information regarding Colorado’s budgetary 

issues in the FY25-26 and FY26-27 Budgets: 
✓ There is an estimated $3.5 billion cumulative shortfall. 



✓ It was forecasted in June that the General Fund revenue 
increased since March. 

✓ New revenue forecasts will be made in September and 
December. 

✓ There is no TABOR surplus in FY2025-26 but will return in 
FY2026-27 and in FY2027-28. 

✓ The Senior Homestead Exemption back on track to be 
funded as part of the TABOR refund for FY 2027-28 and 
FY2028-29. 

• Rich gave an overview of Senate Bill 26-187: Establishing a 
Commission on Medicaid 
✓ Will consist of 10 members attending 6 – 12 meetings. 
✓ Purpose is to review Colorado’s Medicaid program and 

analyze its efficiency and value. 
✓ Initial meetings in June selected the Chair and Vice-

chair, discussed commission rules and conducted an 
initial overview of Colorado’s Medicaid program. 

✓ Future meeting agendas are forthcoming. 

 

III. Community Conversation: E-Bike Update 
• Gretchen Lopez gave a summary of the follow-up to the 

discussion last month regarding e-bikes.  She shared that e-bikes 
fall under the jurisdiction of the Douglas County Sherriff’s Office. 

• E-bikes fall into three categories with slightly different age 
requirements and can be ridden in the street, on sidewalks, on 
trails and in parks. 

• She shared that the County Commissioners recently approved an 
ordinance which covers guidelines for low-powered scooters and 
e-motorcycles.  This ordinance is in effect in unincorporated 
Douglas County. 



• Gretchen suggested that this topic is an opportunity to advocate 
for more extensive safety requirements for riders and others. 

• It was suggested by Mary Cates that we might consider working 
with the schools to offer safety training for young riders. 
 

IV. Closing Remarks 
• Gretchen thanked Rich for his informative presentation, The 

Reserve for hosting the meeting and the attendees for coming. 
• She closed the meeting at 11:28 a.m. 

                                                                                      

 


